[Arteriovenous shunts used in hemodialysis. A retrospective study of the results in 86 patients treated during a 5-year period].
During a period of five years, 104 arterio-venous fistulas and 14 PTFE-grafts were used in the construction of vascular access for long term hemodialysis in 86 patients with end-stage renal disease. The overall cumulative patency rate is 71% at one year, 64% at two years and 47% at five years. Sex and age cannot be shown to influence the patency rates. The vascular access sites in patients with chronic glomerulonephritis have significantly higher patency rates than the vascular access sites in patients with chronic pyelonephritis. We are unable to show any difference in the patency rates of vascular access sites salvaged by revision compared with patency rate of the remaining access sites. The following conclusions are drawn: 1) In the majority of patients undergoing the first vascular access operations, an arterio-venous fistula is the procedure of choice. 2) Advanced age does not itself contraindicate the construction of an arterio-venous fistula. 3) Reoperation should be considered, if dialysis is no longer possible.